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and pointel, 16-17 + 10-11. Dorsal 13-15; origin nearer 
end of snout tliaii base of caudal. Anal 15-17. Pelvics a 
little in advance of dorsal. Silvery ; back bluish. 

Amazon ; rivers of Gruiana. 

Four specimens, 60 inm. long, co-types of R. serrata^ 
from British Guiana* 

2. Ileringia haliiensis, 

Tellonula haliiensis^ Steind. Sitzungsb. Akad. AVien, Ixxx. 1880, p. 181, 
pi. iii. fig. 2. 

Sardinella j'^ernamhucana, Schreiner & Kibeiro, Arch. Mus. Rio 
Janeiro, xii. 1903, p. 72. 

Maxillary extending to below anterior ^ of eye. 42 to 44 
scales in a longitudinal series. Dorsal 16-17. Anal 16-18. 
A more or less distinct bluish-silvery lateral band. 

Coast of Brazil. 

This species seems to be scarcely distinct from the preceding, 
examples of which also show a faint lateral band in certain 
lioht.S. 


XXXV. — Oil new Weevils of the Genus Mecysmoderes /ro/n 
India. By GuY A. K. Marshall, D.Sc. 


S ub fa m ily CuvTRon'RUYi'^cmj^M, 

Mecysmoderes memecylonis,^ sp. n.* 

cJ . Colour black ; the head with moderately dense seti- 
form scale.s, those in the middle being brown and the others 
white ; the pronotum sparsely set with inconspicuous dark 
setse, and with a longitudinal patch of transverse white setse 
on the anterior half on each side ; the elytra with a longi- 
tudinal stripe on the first interval bordering the thoracic 
spine and composed of small, ovate, overlapping, yellowi.sli- 
white scales (the basal half of the stripe usually brownisli), 
being continued behind the spine as a double row of elongate 
brown scales, partly replaced by white ones near the apex ; 
the remaining intervals each bear a single row of similar 
brown scales, with a few white ones here and there, except 
along the immediate base, where all the scales are white; the 

* The types of all the species described here are in the British 
Museum. 
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lower surface fairly closely covered with separated white 
scales throughout. 

Head minutely shacreened, with an indistinct network of 
raised lines and a strong longitudinal earina on the vertex ; 
the forehead only sliglitly depressed below the level of the 
eyes and with a faint central earina. Rostrum moderately 
stontj very slightly widened from the middle to the apex; the 
basal half shagreeiied, with a well-marked central earina and 
another on each side of it, the apical half sliining in the 
middle and witli several rows of very shallow punctures at 
tlie sides. Antennre with the scape sharply pointed at the 
apex; the fuuicle with joint 1 about as long as 2 and twice 
as thick, 3 a trifle longer than 2, 4 shorter than 2, and 5 and 
G shorter still and bead-like, 5 as long as broad, 6 transverse. 
Prothorax very strongly and regularly convex transversel}", 
the sides about equal to half the basal margin, almost straight 
and with a moderate apical constriction, the front margin 
produced into a sharp obtuse angle in the middle, the basal 
spine very long (more than one-third the length of the elytra), 
the basal margin forming on each side an angle of about 75® 
with the main axis ; the upper surface finely shagreened and 
dull, with a strong complete central earina and a large-meslied 
reticulation of fine raised lines, without any conspicuous 
depressions ; the dorsal outline moderately curved, sloping 
gradually from the base to one-third, and thence much more 
steeply. Elytra about as long as their united width at the 
shoulders and very broadly rounded behind, the humeral 
slope forming an angle of about 45® with the suture ; tlie 
striic broad, shining, and dee])ly punctate, the intervals 
ratlier narrower, carinate and minutely granulate; the dorsal 
outline convex, deepest before the middle, sloping gradually 
to the base and more steeply behind. Legs black, clothed 
witii separated setiform white scales, the tarsi piceous ; all 
the femora with a sharp tooth, the dorsal apical fringe of the 
hind tibia longer than the first tarsal joint, the claws unusually 
small. Sternum : the space between the front coxae as broad 
as the rostrum; the meso- and metasternum broadly exca- 
vated, the end of the furrow sloping gradually up to tlie base 
of the metasternum, and the mesosternum being almost 
horizontal. 

Lengtli I 5 -I 55 breadth I 5 -I 3 mm. 

Mysore: Madbavgiri, ou leaves of Memecylon umlellatum 
(//. Mann, Pusa Coli.). Assam : Sylliet (type). 

Allied to 3/. nigrorufn^ Mots., but, apart from its red- 
browu colouring, distinctly narrower form, and unarmed 
femora, that species has the prothorax much more finely 


397 


nexo Weevils from India, 

reticulate, its dorsal outline being almost flat, the front 
margin rounded, and the central carina flattened ; the elytra 
bear a single row of white scales on the first interval behind 
tlie thoracic spine, and the other intervals are set with 
irregular minute dark setae ; and the metasternum is only 
sliallowly excavated in front. The sternal furrow of M, me- 
mecj/lonis is very siiniiar to that of il/. carinata^ Fst., but in 
tlie latter the margins of tlie apex are overhanging. 

Mecysmoderes verrucosa^ sp. n. 

cJ . Black or brownish black, shining and sparsely set with 
very short recumbent white setae ; the elytra with an elongate 
patch of brown scales along each side of the thoracic spine ; 
the tarsi testaceous. 

Head unevenly reticulate, with a well-marked central 
Carina running from the vertex to the edge of the interocular 
depression. Rostrum stout, about as long as the front femur, 
gradually widening from base to apex, somewhat compressed, 
the greatest depth exceeding the width, the dorsal outline 
strongly curved, but with a depression at tlje base and a deep 
sinuation in the middle ; the upper surface rugosely punctate, 
with a strong central carina (obsolete in the median depres- 
sion and ceasing a little behind the insertion of the antennm) 
and two finer irregular ones on each side, A ntenme W\t\\ the 
apex of the scape not produced into a sharp point ; the 
funicle with the two basal joints ecpial in length, 3 rather 
shorter, 4 again much shorter, 5 and 6 bead-like. Protliorax 
with the sides about as long as half the basal margin, slightly 
rounded in the posterior half, abruptly naiTowed in front, the 
apical constriction being broad and collar-like, the front 
margin rounded dorsally and slightly produced in the middle; 
the whole of the central portion of the disk is raised into a 
large boss-like prominence, the top of which bears an elevation 
on each side, the space between them being longitudinally 
flattened; the upper surface is coarsely reticulate, with a 
sharp central carina running from the apical edge to the tip 
of the basal spine, and on each side of it on the apical collar 
is another sharp carina — these being convergent behind in 
the type and parallel in a second specimen. Elytra about as 
long as their width at the shoulders, which are very promi- 
nent and rounded, the humeral slope forming an angle of 
about 70° with the main axis; the stria3 broad and shallow, 
rather sinuous, much more irregular than usual, and con- 
taining very unequal punctures, the intervals very uneven, 
bearing elongate tubercles and set with scattered minute 
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granules ; tlie more conspicuous tubercles are situated as 
follows : — interval 2 with a small one at the top of the de- 
clivity, on interval 3 a sinrJl one near the base and a very 
large one near the middle, on interval 5 a large one near the 
base and a small one close behind it, on interval 7 a medium 
one near the shoulder and another about the middle, on 
interval 9 a large one about the middle, and a large one just 
behind the slioulder on interval 10 ; near tlie apex a trans- 
verse row of tubercles on intervals 3-7, those on 5 and 6 
being elongate and the others short ; behind these is a broad 
transverse impression. jOe^s rather long, with scattered 
recumbent short white set^e ; the femora rugosely punctured, 
armed with a stout tooth, and transversely impressed exter- 
nally near the apex ; thetibite rather slender, scarcely dilated 
at tlie apex and there clothed externally with golden-brown 
liairs, which form a dorsal fringe hardly as long as the first 
tarsal joint. Sternum: the mesosternum sloping very steeply 
and very shallowly inipressed in the middle to receive tlie 
apex of the rostrum, the metasternum not excavated, and the 
space between the front coxae as wdde as the rostrum. 

Length 2^-35, breadth 2-2^ mm. 

Assa^I : Patkai Hills (IF. Doliertii), 

A strikingly distinct species. 

Mecysmoderes metasternalisy sp. n. 

c? . Colour varying from black to red-brown, variegated 
with browm, yellowish and white scales or setae ; the head 
with fairly dense narrow white scales; the prothorax with the 
entire sides and lower surface bearing close whitish scales 
and setae, a triangular patch of white setae on the apical third 
of the median area (its base on the front margin), and some 
pale setffi on each side of the basal third of the central carina, 
thus leaving a broad, roughly X-shaped, bare discal patch ; 
the elytra with a very long raised stripe of scales on each 
side of the thoracic spine extending for more tlian half 
their length, the basal two-thirds being very dark brown, the 
apical third whitish ; these scales are very closely packed and 
obliquely raised or almost erect ; a large lanceolate sub- 
Immeral patch of dense whitish scales (continuous wdth 
similar scaling on the whole lower surface), the inner edge of 
which reaches the sixth stria at the base and extends obliquely 
backwards to nearly the middle of the lateral margin ; the 
apical margin and the posterior half of the lateral margin 
with an irregular edging of white scales, and a row of 
yellowish scales on the basal fourth of the second interval ; 
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tiie vest of tlie elytra clothed with dark brown scales varie- 
gated with narrower light brown and white scales^ and with 
a conspicuous spot of broader white scales before the middle 
on the eighth interval. 

Head with the inner edge of the eyes strongly raised above 
the general level ; the forehead very narrow, not broader than 
the antennal club, and broadly impressed behind ; the vertex 
rugosely punctured, witli a well-marked central carina and 
densely clothed with elongate pale scales. Rostrum piceous 
black, with the extreme apex reddish ; long, slender, and 
cylindrical, extending beyond tlie middle of the metasternum ; 
nitlier dull and very finely aciculate, with two short indistinct 
furrows on each side at the base, and no central carina ; the 
j)nnctuves indistinct at the base, shallow and widely separated 
for most of the le ngtli, and deeper near the apex. AntenncB 
testaceous ; the scape witliout any apical process ; the three 
basal joints of the fmiicle subequal in length, joints 4 and 5 
a little longer tlian broatl, 6 almost globular. Prothorax w\\\\ 
the basal spine very long, about as long as the prothorax, 
and extending along nearly two-tliirds of the elytral suture ; 
tlie sides (viewed vertically) almost straight and shorter than 
lialf the basal margin ; the front margin somewhat produced 
dorsallj^ the produced portion elevated and truncate in the 
iniciclle, so that when seen from in front it appears as a flat- 
tened triangle ; the upper surface covered wltli large irregular 
reticulate punctures, tlie median area raised ami strongly 
compressed in the anterior half, being bounded by a sharp 
carina on each side to about the middle, the central carina 
well-marked throughout ; the dorsal outline distinctly convex 
and deepest about the middle ; the scales on the sides of the 
prothorax arc mostly setiform, but tliere is a patchy of much 
broader scales just below the outer carina and anotlier patch 
some distance below that. Elytra about as long as broad ; 
the strife broad and deep, with large punctures and without 
rows of scales, except in the first stria ; the intervals some- 
what broader tlian the strise and irregularly granulate ; the 
scales on the greater part of the surface are small, narrow, 
parallel-sided, and truncate at the tip, but those in the raised 
])atch along the suture, in the basal stripe on interval 2, the 
subhumeral patch, and the white border are broader and 
elliptical in shape. Legs piceous, the tarsi paler; the femora 
densely clothed with broad pale scales and all with a strong 
tooth ; the dorsal apical fringe of the posterior tibiae much 
longer than the first tarsal joint. Sternum with the front 
coxje widely separated ; the mesosternum almost horizontal 
and broadly and shallowly impressed; the metasternura with 
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a broad and deep farrow throughout, which is quite open at 
tlie posterior margin. 

Length breadth 2 mm, 

Buk^ia: Tavoy, Tenasserim {W, Doherty), 

The nmst striking features of tin's species are the structure 
of the front margin of the pronotum, the very long pro- 
thoracic spine, the elevated sutural scales on the elytra, and 
tlie open continuous furrow on the metasternum. 

Mecysmoderes suhhumeraUs^ sp. n. 

^ . Colour varying from piceous black to red-brown, the 
upper surface sparsely clothed with yellowish hair-like 
scales; the sutural patch of scales on the elytra extending 
for about one-third of their length, the basal two-thirds of 
the patch being black and the apical third whitish; on the 
seventh interval of the elytra there is a small spot of white 
scales before the middle ; the lower surface sparsely clothed 
with pale scales, except for a dense patch on the upper half 
of the mesosternal epimeron. 

Bead reticulate, tlie central carina continued well on to 
the forehead, which is almost as broad as the base of the 
rostrum and strongly impressed, Eostriim short and very 
stout, hardly longer than the front femur and only just 
reaching the metasternum, parallel-sided in the basal two- 
thirds, slightly wider at the apex, its dorsal outline strongly 
convex, and its depth greater than its width in the middle; 
the upper surface with indistinct confluent punctation, a 
strong central carina for three-fourths its length, and a less 
distinct lateral one. Antennce testaceous ; the scape without 
an apical process ; the funicle with joints 1 and 2 subequal, 
3 distinctly shorter, 4 longer than broad, 5 and 6 subglobular. 
Prothorax with the sides equal to half the basal margin, 
straight from the base to beyond the middle and then rather 
abruptly ccnstricted ; the basal margin more nearly trans- 
verse than in most species, the spine short, about one-fourth 
the length of the suture ; the front edge truncate dorsally and 
narro\^ ly marginate ; the whole discal area forming a rounded 
elevation laterally compressed in the anterior half, irregularly 
and unequally reticulate, with a strong and complete central 
carina, on each side of it in the front half a short cariiia that 
does not rcacli the margin, and beyond this another irregular 
sinuate one that does reach the margin. Elytra about as 
long as their greatest width, the striae broad and deep, with 
separated ])unctures and each with a single row of distant 
minute white setce ; the intervals costate and scarcely broader 
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tlian tlie strice, each with a row of small granules bearing 
short recumbent setm and some scattered 3 ^ellowish liair-like 
scales (especially in the basal half). Legs piceous, with the 
tarsi paler ; the femora rugosely siibgranulate^ with sparse 
whitish haii'.like scales and each with a small tooth ; the 
dorsal apical fringe of the hind tibia not longer than the 
first tarsal joint. Siernum with the front coxse widely 
separated, but not enough to receive the whole rostrum ; the 
niesosternum not impressed and sloping steeply ; the meta- 
sternum simple. 

Length 2f, breadth mm. 

i^sSAM : Patkai Hills ( TF. Doherty,^ fjpO \ Sudiya 
(^Dohertyf 

A^ery similar superficially to il/. memecylonis^ sp. n., but 
difiering markedly in the structure of the sternum, non- 
angulate front margin of the prothorax, short thoracic spine, 
short third funicular joint, setigerous elytral strife, etc. 

Mecysmoderes piisio^ sp. n. 

? . Colour piceous, with greyish-white scaling, the 
rostrum and tarsi often paler ; the scales on the head are 
narrow and fairly dense ; on the pronotum they are more 
hair-like and sparser on tlie disk, being shorter and denser at 
the sides and margins and in the central furrow ; on the 
elytra there is a short stripe of almost circular small scales on 
the basal fourth of the first interval, tlie remaining intervals 
each bearing a single regular row of very narrow and short 
scales, except on intervals 9 and 10, at the bases of 3 and 5, 
and on the humeral callus, where the scales are duplicated or 
more numerous ; on the lower surface the scales are larger, 
oval, and fairly close, but usually not quite contiguous. 

Head shagreened and shallowly reticulate, with an in- 
distinct central carina on the vertex only, the forehead 
shallowly impressed and broader than the club of the an- 
tenna. Rostrum long, slender, and cylindrical, not quite 
reaching the hind margin of the metasternum (c?) or ex- 
tending slightly beyond it ( ? ) ; very faintly tricarinate in 
the basal part, the more shining apical area with indistinct 
shallow separated punctures. Antennce testaceous, the scape 
with a short apical pointed process, the funicle with the two 
basal joints subequal, the third slightly longer. Frothorax 
with the sides about as long as half the basal margin, scarcely 
rounded and very shallowly constricted at the a))ex ; the 
basal margin nearly transverse externally, the central spine 
short, only about oiie-eighth the length of the suture, the 
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apical margin truncate clorsally ; the upper surface moderately 
convex, with well-marked carinate relieulatioiis, except on 
the apical collaiv, a broad sliallow central furrow from the 
collar to beyond the middle, containing a deep rounded fovea 
in front and changing near the base into a low carina tliat 
runs on to tlie spine. Elytra about as long as their greatest 
breadth, the striie very broad, with deep separated punctures 
and quite bare, tlie intervals subcarinate, each with a row of 
spaced setigerons granules. Legs piceous, with tlie tarsi 
paler, clothed with separated, long, narrow, ))ale scales ; the 
i'einora with a minute tooth, wldcli is situated much lower 
down than usual, being about in the middle of the limb and 
])artly concealed by scales ; tlie dorsal apical fringe of the 
hind tibiae hardly as long as the first tarsal joint. Sternum 
with tlie front coxse widely separated for the reception of the 
rostrum ; the mesosterniim broadly and dee])ly excavated, 
almost horizontal in the middle ; tlie metasternura with a 
broad central furrow througliout, which is not enclosed 
behind. 

Length ]?, breadth 1 /q inm. 

]duKMA: Tavoy, Tenasserim (IF. Doherty'), 

Very similar to M, carinaius^ Fst., in which the thorax 
is of quite llie same type and the sculpturing of the elytra is 
similar ; but that species differs markedly in its inetasternum, 
which has a deep overhanging excavation in its anterior part 
only, the femora have no toothy there is uo carina on the 
head, etc. 


Mecysmoderes pectinipeSy sp. n. 

Colour black, variegated with grey and brown setae and 
scales ; the protliorax clothed above with recumbent seta3 
only, the brown ones being more numerous on the disk ; the 
(dy tra with a sutural stripe of dense wliitish scales extending 
for more tlian one-third of the suture, the remaining intervals 
bearing linear scales (not less than two, and more often tliree 
deep), which are grey at the base and mostly dark brown 
elsewiiere, variegated liere and there with grey scales ; the 
low^er surface ratlier densely clothed with broad whiti.sh 
scales. Immature specimens are sometimes testaceous, with 
the thoracic carina and spine black; and various intergrades 
occur between this and the black mature form. 

Head with coarse close confluent punctation, the central 
carina indistinct or absent, the forehead not at all impressed. 
Rostrum black, with the ajiex reddish ; as long as the irout 
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femur ( c? ) or a little longer ( ? ), cylindrical, slightly tapering 
to the apex from the insertion of the hiitennse ; the upper 
surface without any ’distinct carina3, but closely and con- 
fluently punctate from tiie base to the anteiina3, beyond which 
the punctures are finer and isolated^ especially in the ? . 
Antennce testaceous ; the scape without any apical process ; 
the tunicle witli joints 1 and 2 subequal, 3 shorter, 4- li bead- 
like. Prothorax with the sides gently rounded and each 
about as long as half the basal margin, the apical constriction 
slight ; the basal spine nearly one-third the length of the 
suture, the apical dorsal margin feebly angulate in the 
middle; the upper surface is regularly and gently convex, 
without elevations or depressions, evenly set with longitu- 
dinally confluent punctures, with a low, broad, complete 
central carina and a fine, short, apical one at some distance on 
each side of it ; the dorsal outline almost flat, deepest near 
the base, and sloping forwards. Elytra as long as their 
greatest width, the stria) broad and deep, and containing 
single rows of narrow^ scales ; the intervals evidently broader 
than the stria), flat, and closely and strongly punctate. 
black, with the tarsi red-brown, rather thinly clothed witli 
narrow pale scales ; the femora with a stout tooth ; all the 
tibite strongly dilated at the apex, which bears a double row 
of stout testaceous spines instead of the usual bristles. 
Sternum with the front coxae so narrowly sej)arated that tlie 
rostrum cannot lie between them; the mesosternum almost 
vertical and not impressed ; the nietasternuni simple. 

Length 2|-3^, breadth lf-2 mm. 

Madras: Nilgiri Hills {ILL, Andrewes). 

A very distinct species on account of its dilated and pecti- 
nate tibia), closely approximated front coxte, and unimpressed 
forehead. 


Mecysmoderes temnrostris, sp. n. 

? . Colour reddish brown above, with the head, the 
thoracic carina and spine, and the basal margin of the elytra 
blackisli ; the head and pronotuin with rather sparse yellowish 
setie, the latter with a small patch of ovate whitish scales on 
each side before the middle just below the outer carina ; the 
elytra with the sutural stripe of ovate scales extending over 
nearly half the suture, the scales being blackish except for a 
short distance at the apex, where they are whitish ; a few 
ovate whitish scales at the base of interval 2 and near the 
apex of the suture, the rest of the intervals being clothed 
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(nsnnlly about three deep) with intermingled yellowish and 
blackish narrow setifonn scales ; tlie lower surface blackish 
(except the prosteinuin, which is reddish) and densely clothed 
with broad ovate whitish scales except on the mesepimeron, 
the lateral lobe of tlie mesostcnium, and the front half of the 
metepisternum, where the scales are markedly narrower and 
have a brownish tinge. 

Head coarsely and conflucntly punctate, with a carina on 
the vertex ; the forehead strongly depressed, very broad 
behind, and narrowing in front to the widtli of the rostrum. 
liostrnm extremely long and slender, cylindrical and mode- 
rately curved, reacliing to the hind margin of the first ventral 
segment ; a smooth central line on the basal third and rows 
of punctures on each side of it, the apical area smooth 
and impunctate. testaceous brown, inserted behind 

tlie middle of the rostrum ; the scape without any apical 
process ; the funicle with joints 1 and 3 subequal, 2 markedly 
longer, 4 much longer than broad, 5 and 6 globular. Pro- 
thorax with the sides as long as half the basal margin, gently 
rounded and rather broadly constricted at the apex, the apical 
margin being truncate (as seen from above), but raised in the 
middle so as to form a vertical angle ; the basal margin rather 
less oblique on each side than usual, the spine very long and 
slender, extending nearly for one-half the suture ; the upper 
surface not very convex, coarsely and subreticulately punctate, 
with a well-marked and complete central carina, and a promi- 
nent Carina on each side of it in the anterior half, below 
which the sides are compressed. Elytra as long as their 
greatest width, the striae deep but not broad, each containing 
a row of spaced yellowish scales ; the intervals evidently 
broader than the striae, flat, and coarsely punctate. Legs 
rather long and slender, clothed with separated yellowish 
set i form scales ; the femora with a stout tooth ; the dorsal 
apical fringe of the hind tibiae not longer than the first tarsal 
joint. Sternum wdtli the front coxae moderately widely sepa- 
rated ; the mesosternum quite flat and almost vertical ; the 
metasternum simple. 

Length 2f-2f, breadth lf-2 mm. 

ilADKAS: Nilgiri Hills (//. L. Andrewes), 

Differs from all the Indian species known to me by its 
very long and slender rostrum ; the unusual length of the 
second joint of the funicle is also noteworthy. 


